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Green Workforce Think Tank (GWTT)

Minutes 
Date: July 22, 2009 – 8:30 a.m.
Present:  Paul Farren, The Energy Store, Deborah Hopkins, Broward College, Ramon Rodriguez, Citi, Lynn Goldman,  Broward Tech Centers, Mason Jackson, WorkForce One,  Elissa Harvey, Atlantic Technical Center, Tom Hindson, Broward Technical Center, Ryan Baas, D. Stephenson Construction Inc., Jeff Haymond, D. Stephenson Construction, Inc.,
Jorge Gutierrez, Cubellis, Silvia McShan, Children Services Council, Chandler Williams, Housing Authority, Newton Sanon, OIC of Broward, Kristin Holowicki, Broward College Foundation,  Ellyn Drotzer, Broward College Foundation,   Dan Jones, Broward College
Broward Alliance Staff Present:   Vernon Bailey, Vielka Quintero, Kathleen Weekes,

The Meeting began at 8:42 a.m. and was chaired by Vernon Bailey.
The minutes of the June 24, 2009 meeting were reviewed, approved by Lynn Goldman and seconded by Deborah Hopkins.

The chair welcomed representatives from D. Stephenson Construction to speak about recent projects with the City of Lauderhill and North Lauderdale, and LEED certification requirements.

Ramon Rodriguez of Citi presented an update on the Citi Foundation Grant.  
The final grant proposal was submitted.  Approval may take 2 to 3 months to process and he will investigate the possibility of expediting the process faster.  

Purpose of the Grant:  
Citi Foundation funds will be used to develop a study through which leaders of industry and higher education would be interviewed and surveyed about developing a comprehensive green curriculum.  

The survey findings will lead to the creation of a proposal on how to green the existing curriculum which is now being offered in the technical centers and community colleges system. 
The study will also provide an analysis of existing county and state zoning, and legislation, which may be impediments to the deployment of energy efficient technology in residential and commercial buildings.
Ramon:  Will send the proposal electronically for distribution to members.

Ramon:  Thanked members of the Think Tank for their work on the proposal over the past four months.

Mr. Jorge A. Gutierrez, Principal Architecture, Cubellis and Mr. Jeff Haymond Senior Project Manager D. Stephenson Construction Inc. presented “Sustainability is the Future”   
Note:  A copy of their presentation will be provided electronically to GWTT members. 
Stimulus Funding Discussion:
The group decided there is a need to have a coordinated collaborative approach when seeking grant funding.  Create one large proposal with components that members would like to see, and present one grant application.
A meeting to discuss this was scheduled for Tuesday July 28, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. at The Broward Alliance Office.
Grants for Training
· Green Capacity Building Grant for Department of Labor awardees.  Broward College going after $100,000 to overlay a green initiative program over existing programs.

· Energy Training Partnership Grant 
· Pathways out of Poverty Grant; 2-4 million dollars over two years.

· Health Care sector Grant (South Florida Hospital and Health Care Association)

Group’s next steps

· Get internal senior management buy in. 

· Convene  a roundtable and do a focus group to discuss going after the Grants
· Discuss who would be the Grant recipients?

· Who would administer the Grants?
Invitees to meeting on July 28, 2009
· WorkForce 1 (three labor members).
· Minority Builders Coalition
· Broward County League of Cities

· Hispanic Unity

· The Urban League

· Department of Labor
· The Broward County School Board

· Broward College

· NSU

· Broward Technical Center

· OIC of Broward

· Children Services Council

· The Housing Authority of Ft. Lauderdale

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m.

Next meeting: Tuesday, July 28, 2009 8:00 a.m.
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